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Mrs. Christine Peake
Christine Peake has been a part-time teacher in the

History Department for eight years. For most of this
time she has worked with the 11-13 year olds and
has developed a syllabus to interest and stimulate her
pupils in the understanding of History. The fruits of
their joint endeavours have enlivened the walls of the
History Room and have provided the focal point of
interest on Open Days. Christine has also constructed
a course of Current Events for the Sixth Form, and
knowing her as a truly professional teacher, I am sure
she has provoked the girls into thingking more deeply
about world problems.

Although a part-time member of Staff, Mrs. Peake
involved herself in the life of the School. She was the
School Representative of the A.M.M.A. and has been
prepared to listen to and help her colleagues. Since
1982 she has served with me on the Governing Body
as an elected Staff Representative.

Mrs. Peake was prepared to be outspoke on issues
which concerned her, but she had the strength of
character to ask for and offer forgiveness and she
always retained a sense of humour.

I have been fortunate to have had a colleague with
whom I have been able to work, knowing her to be a
dedicated teacher and a person of integrity, sustained
by her Christian Faith.

We shall miss her in the Classroom and Staffroom,
but I am sure we all wish her a happy retirement so
she and Dr. Peake can spend more time with their
family.

David Prytherch

Miss Elaine Major
We are all sorry to have to say goodbye to Elaine

Major who is leaving us this term to take up a post at
Stanway Prep. School, in Dorking.

Elaine came to St. Elphin's in September 1970,
having previously taught at the Presentation Convent.
She established the Junior School Drama Club some
years ago, attracting many keen volunteers, and soon
revealed a talent for producing plays which she had
written, often also arranging music to suit the perfor-
mance.

Elaine Major has been a caring and conscientious
teacher, and she, and her sense of humour, will be
sadly missed by the Junior School.

Sheelagh Willies

Mrs. Christine Job
Christine Job, who leaves us after eight years

mathematics teaching at St. Elphin's, joined us quite
by chance, after writing to the school to enquire of
possible vacancies in the department. The Head of
Mathematics at that time, Mrs. Kitchen, had good
fortune to have such an applicant - a mathematician
of quality (B.A. Hons. Oxford).

Christine's husband, John, isa Methodist Minister
and between 1970 and 1975 his work took him to
Nigeria. Christine taught at the International School
(University 'Of Ibadan) during this time and it was his
appointment to Cliff College, Calver, in 1975, which
brought Christine to St. Elphin's.

She is by nature a modest lady with a mildness of
manner much appreciated by the girls, from the most
bewildered Upper Third to the most exigent Oxbridge
candidate.

St. Elphin's may have had equally hard-working
teachers; it is to be doubted whether it ever had one
more so.

We are greatly in her debt and wish Christine, John
and their family every happiness in their move to
Warwickshire and trust that both Mathematics and
the Jobs will flourish there.

Geoffrey Williams

Mrs. Jean Gill
We were sorry to say 'Goodbye' to Jean Gill in the

Summer of 1983; she had been with us a valued
colleague and friend, in both full and part time capa-
cities as Head of Modern Languages since 1965.

Whilst presenting a very calm and reserved exterior
to the World, Jean has a delightful sense of humour
and served the School on every occasion in every
department.

On 'state' occasions, Jean was almost an institution;
seating the Speech Day platform party, scoring on
Sports Day and Gala Days and running the Grand
raffle at the Bazaar.
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